pen WITS

INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Free the Word! at the Orbit

PEN International, South African PEN, and the University of Witwatersrand are delighted to invite you for an evening of readings,

discussion, and debate in Johannesburg’s celebrated jazz venue The Orbit.

Thursday 10" March 2016, 7.30pm — 8.30pm
Orbit Jazz Club, 81 De Korte Street, Johannesburg, Gauteng

Poet Laureate, Professor Keorapetse Kgositsile, and Professor Chris Wanjala, literary critic, Kenya in conversation with
Simona Skrabec, chair of PEN International’s Translation and Linguistic Rights Committee.

The event will seek to discuss how literary translation is only open to cultures that enjoy a written language and have produced written
works, that is, cultures with readers who are able to read these works in their own tongue. The panelists will explore how literary
translation reveals conflicts of identity, latent or otherwise; and how literary translation represents the opposite moment of cultural
assimilation or even the obliteration of identities. We will try to raise awareness about how literature can promote the voices of those

who are suppressed or silenced and promote an open dialogue between cultures.

*****************THIS EVENT IS FREE To THE PUBLIC******************
Space is limited - please rsvp by emailing: Shireen.Rubenstein@wits.ac.za. For more information, or if you have any questions, please

contact PEN International’s Congress, Centres and Committees Coordinator, Jena Patel on jena.patel@pen-international.org or Lindsay

Callaghan on communications@pensouthafrica.co.za.
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